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Mini-golf courses 
through Haston Library 


By Jennifer L. Grybowski 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Hitting the links might not 
be on the forefront of golfers’ 
minds this time of year, but 
that didn’t stop a group from 
the Friends of the Haston Free 
Public Library from getting to- 
gether last Monday to set up 
an interactive mini-golf course 
within the library. The public 
is invited to come and golf Fri- 
day, Feb. 21, from | to 7 p.m., 
and on Saturday, Feb. 22, from 
1 to 5 p.m. 

While the event is technically 
a fundraiser, the Friends don’t 
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expect to earn a windfall from 
the low green fees: $1 for chil- 
dren up to 12 and $2 for adults. 

“It is fun for families and re- 
ally all ages during the vacation 
week,” Library Director Dawn 
Thistle said. 

Thistle said they had no- 
ticed some other local libraries 
put on mini-golf events and re- 
searched different options for 
putting it on. “We decided we 
should do it DYI,” she said. 

So the Friends got togeth- 
er and brainstormed ideas for 
each hole, and each of them 


Please see GOLF, page 7 
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Left to right are Haston Free Public Library Friends Jan Moran, Elisabeth Hyder, Ellen 
Smith, Library Director Dawn Thistle, Children’s Librarian Rosemary Mackenzie and 
Dawn Sedlier holding some of the props that will be used along the course. 
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Students love Camp Read-A-Lot 


Literary stations make 
reading and books fun 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Correspondent 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Reading, writing, singing, 
exercising, creating and eat- 
ing — North Brookfield sec- 
ond-grader Zoey Guillotte was 
into all of that and more when 
she and the rest of the school 
enjoyed Camp Read-A-Lot 
last Friday at the elementary 
school. 

“It’s really fun, you get to go 
around the school and do fun 
stuff,’ Guillotte said. “I love 
camping and the outdoors. I’m 
a nature girl so I love this.” 

What began five years ago 
has morphed into a highly-an- 
ticipated event before the win- 
ter break. 

“Our intention was to have 
an awesome day with the kids 
so they are excited to come 
back after vacation,’ said 
North Brookfield Literacy 
Coach, Reading Specialist and 
founder of Camp Read-A-Lot, 
Robin Pratt. “They also see the 
teachers and staff running the 
stations in a new light. The 
kids have memories of pre- 


Please see READ, page 12 
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Siblings Raymond and Maddisen Boucher have lots of fun with Nicole Sutka at her 


Sing-A-Long station at Camp Read-A-Lot. 





East West Passenger Rail projects discussed 


Residents give 
their opinions 


By Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


SPRINGFIELD — The 
good news for Palmer 1s that 
five of the six East West Pas- 
senger Rail study options add 
Palmer as a stop on the line 
between Pittsfield and Bos- 
ton, but residents feel a crucial 
piece is missing that would 
provide a significant ridership 
and revenue boost to the pro- 
posed project. 

Palmer resident and Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts stu- 
dent David Fite and UMass 
Professor Rob Kusner, also 
from Palmer, both spoke about 
the importance of resurrecting 
the train line between Amherst 
and Palmer during a_pub- 
lic informational meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 12. They said 
a connection between the two 
would open up easy access for 
students to use the trains to 
travel to and from the Eastern 
part of the state. 


“IT think making sure there’s 
a connection from Springfield 
through Amherst would be a 
great boon, not only for addi- 
tional ridership, but also for 
the communities,” Kusner said. 

Two of the five Palmer 
options include bus transit 
from Pittsfield to Springfield. 
Residents and other Western 
Massachusetts community 


members told Massachusetts 
Department of Transporta- 
tion members working on the 
study loudly and clearly that 
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bus connections should not be 
an option. 

“This is Massachusetts. We 
have winter and we all know 
what winter is like in the Berk- 
shires,” said Emmaladd Shep- 
herd from Palmer Rail Stop. 
“We're talking about putting a 
bus out on the roads?” 

North Adams Mayor Tom 
Bernard stated, “Any  solu- 
tion that requires bus transit 
from Pittsfield to Springfield 


Please see RAIL, page 6 
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The UMass Center at Tower Square in Springfield was packed to the bursting point with 
people eager to learn about the six alternatives for East West Rail and give feedback, 


thoughts and opinions. 





Community coalition meeting 
looks at array or topics 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE -— The annual 
meeting of elected officials 
and Quaboag Hills Commu- 
nity Coalition touched on an 
array of topics Monday, in- 
cluding a lack of public trans- 
portation, the coming census, 
aid formulas for providing 
senior citizen services, a lack 
of mental health services for 


children and the need for a 
regional peer recovery center. 

Northwestern District 
Attorney David Sullivan 
and state Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, attended and 
spoke at the event. 

Perhaps the most potl- 
genant moment was when 
JAC Patrissi, a QHCC board 
member, read an anonymous 


Please see MEETING, page 6 
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Left, State Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, and Northwestern District Attorney David 
Sullivan, center, are introduced by Quaboag Hills Community Coalition Coordinator 
Gail Gramarrosa, right, at Monday’s QHCC meeting at Baystate Mary Lane in Ware. 
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WEST BROOKFIELD -— The fifth 
annual creative writing and publish- 
ing workshop will be held on Sunday, 
March 15, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
the Salem Cross Inn in West Brook- 
field. 

Local award-winning author Ed 
Londergan provides a full day of infor- 
mation. “The workshop will cover the 
entire writing and publishing process 
from how to develop ideas, story struc- 
ture, character development, creation 
of atmosphere/location, how to put to- 
gether a chapter, creating authentic di- 
alogue, the flow of the book and how to 
hold readers interest,” Londergan said. 
“With the great interest local writers 
have in getting published, I thought it’s 
best to spend more time on that aspect 
than I have in past workshops. Finding 
an agent, which 1s complicated and dif- 
ficult, will also be addressed.” 

“The purpose of the workshop is to 
help those people who want to write 
but don’t know where to start, or have 
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Creative writing and publishing workshop 





had an idea for a story that’s been bub- 
bling in their head for years and finally 
want to put it on paper. I also help peo- 
ple that have written something and 


need to know how to move ahead.” 
The past workshops have been at- 

tended by a variety of people of all 

ages and occupations from 12-year-old 


students to 75-year-old retirees, all of 
whom have a story to tell. 

“One of the things that past attend- 
ees have enjoyed and learned from is 
the writing exercises,” Londergan said, 
“They write about everything from 
their favorite holiday memory to their 
pets to what they had for breakfast.” 
He uses fun writing prompts for the 
exercises. 

“Back-and-forth discussion is al- 
ways a popular part of the day. At- 
tendees learn from each other. Indi- 
vidual issues or problems anyone is 
having with their writing are discussed 
and the group helps them with sugges- 
tions and observations. At times, there 
have been a lot of “that happened to 
me and here’s what I did.” 

The cost is $95 and lunch is includ- 
ed. The workshop is limited to 20 par- 
ticipants and registration is required. 
The registration deadline is March 7. 
To register email ed.londergan@gmail. 
com or call 508-864-8685. 





West Brookfield Democrats to pick 
delegates at caucus Feb. 29 


WEST BROOKFIELD — A cau- 
cus open to any Democratic voter reg- 
istered in West Brookfield will be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 29, at 10 a.m., in the 
upstairs conference room at the Mer- 
riam-Gilbert Library, 3 West Main St. 
Registered but unenrolled town voters 
are welcome to change registration to 
Democratic at the caucus and fully 
participate. 

The event is held to select delegates 
to the party’s 2020 state convention 


and provide voters with information 
about activities to prepare for primary 
and general elections this year. Demo- 
crats will select a U.S. Senate nominee 
in September’s state primary leading 
up to the Nov. 3 general/presidential 
election. 

“It will require everyday people 
to get involved and take on the turn- 
around our nation and our environ- 
ment need, for our generation and 
those coming along,” Bob Datz, chair- 
man of the West Brookfield Democrat- 








ic Town Committee said. “This is the 
time to stand up.” 

Any registered Democrat may rep- 
resent West Brookfield as a delegate to 
the state convention scheduled Satur- 
day, May 30, at the Tsongas Center in 
Lowell. This nominating convention 
will endorse candidates for statewide 
office. 

For more information about the 
West Brookfield Democratic Town 
Committee visit go to 1ts Facebook or 
email wbdtc01585@gmail.com. 





Baked potato 
buffet on March 13 


STURBRIDGE — The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale 
presents its Second annual baked pota- 
to buffet on March 13, from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m., in Fellowship Hall at 8 Maple 
St. The buffet includes a baked potato 
with a variety of toppings, coffee, tea or 
juice. Assorted desserts are also for sale. 
Advance tickets from church members 
or at the church office at 8 Maple St. at 
508-347-3915. 

Tickets are $6 per person, and chil- 
dren 6 and under are $4. Take-out or- 
ders are available. 





Brookfield Democrats to 
elect convention delegates 


BROOKFIELD Registered 
Democrats in Brookfield will hold a 
caucus on Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 6:30 
p.m., at the Brookfield Town Hall, 
6 Central St., to elect a delegate and 
alternate to the 2020 Massachusetts 
Democratic Nominating Convention. 

At the event, caucus-goers also will 
have an opportunity to hear from can- 
didates and campaigns vying for their 
vote in upcoming elections and to get 
involved in organizing activities in 
the region. Light refreshments will be 
available. 

The event is open to the public, 
though caucus voting 1s limited to reg- 
istered and pre-registered Democrats 
in Brookfield. Pre-registered Demo- 
crats who are 16-years-old as of Feb. 
15, will be allowed to participate and 


run as a delegate or alternate. Youth, 
minorities, people with disabilities, 
and LGBTQ individuals who are not 
elected as a delegate or alternate may 
apply to be an add-on delegate at the 
caucus or at www.massdems.org. 

This year’s state convention will be 
held May 30 at the Tsongas Center in 
Lowell, where thousands of Demo- 
crats from across the state will vote to 
endorse a candidate for the U.S. Sen- 
ate ahead of the September primary. 
The Convention is an important op- 
portunity for Democrats across Mas- 
sachusetts to unite behind shared val- 
ues and organize to win up and down 
the ballot. 

To learn more about the Brookfield 
Democratic Town Committee, visit 
facebook.com/BrookfieldDTC. 





Rabies clinic to be held on March 14 


WARREN — The town will host a ra- 
bies clinic on Saturday, March 14, from 
9 to 1l a.m., at the Warren Highway 
Garage, 87 Brimfield Road (Route 19). 
The shots are $15 per person and will 
be provided by the VCA Wickaboag 
Animal Hospital. Owners must bring 
their animal’s last rabies certificate with 
them. 


The Town Clerk will also be pres- 
ent to issue dog licenses for 2020. The 
license fees are $11 per animal, male 
or female, and $7 for neutered male or 
spayed female. 

All dogs and cats are required by law 
to have a rabies vaccine. Vaccinating 
pets against rabies protects both your 
pets and owners. 


BROOKFIELD — Team MASS 
Boys AAU Basketball will hold try outs 
for boys on Saturday, Feb. 29. Boys in 
grades four, five and six will try out 
from 10 to 11:15 a.m. at the Brookfield 
Elementary School, 37 Central St. Boys 
in grades nine, 10 and 11 will try out 
from | - 2:15 p.m. Sign-up only, there is 
no try out for varsity players in districts. 


Team MASS AAU Basketball 
try-outs scheduled Feb. 29 


Girls will just sign up on Feb. 29, and 
try outs will be at a later date. 

Please bring each child’s birth cer- 
tificate and a $20 try-out fee. Arrive 
15 minutes early. In case of inclement 
weather check the website, www.team- 
massboys.com and www.teammassgirls. 
co for more information. Coaches and 
assistant coaches are always needed. 





WARE — During the winter, inclem- 
ent weather and illness cause a drop in 
blood donor activity, making blood do- 
nations in February critical. 

The Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Mobile will host a blood drive Wednes- 
day, Feb. 26, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Baystate Mary Lane on the Baystate 
Health Bloodmobile. In appreciation, 
all eligible donors will receive a Big Y or 
Dunkin’ Donuts gift card. The blood- 
mobile will be parked in the North 
parking lot, located at 85 South St. in 
Ware. 

“Please help us to ensure a safe 
and adequate blood supply 1s avail- 
able by donating blood with the Bay- 
state Health Blood Donor Program,” 





Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Mobile coming to Ware Feb. 26 


said Deb Oberg, co-coordinator of the 
Blood Drive held in Ware. “One do- 
nation helps to save two lives, and 100 
percent of all blood collected on the 
bloodmobile stays in our community 
for use in Baystate Health hospitals and 
facilities.” 

Blood donations take about one 
hour to complete, including the inter- 
view, donation, and refreshments. To 
donate blood, one must be at least 17 
years old, weigh at least 110 pounds, 
have a photo ID, be in good health (no 
colds, or sore throat), and have not do- 
nated blood within the past eight weeks. 

For more information or to book an 
appointment, call Oberg or Maryann 
Burian at 967-2180. 


WARE — Country Bank proudly 
reported donations for 2019 totaling 
$905,049. Through the bank’s philan- 
thropic efforts, they provide support to 
local nonprofits throughout the commu- 
nities they serve; in 2019, more than 500 
of these organizations received generous 
donations. Organizations receiving sup- 
port included The Children’s Trust, Lud- 
low Community Center Boys and Girls 
Club, Ronald McDonald House, Habi- 
tat for Humanity, Project Bread and the 
Massachusetts Coalition for the Home- 
less. 

Recognizing the importance and 
overwhelming need to help organiza- 
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Country Bank donates $900,000 to area nonprofits 


tions that address hunger, Country Bank 
provided monetary donations to food 
programs throughout the region that ex- 
ceeded $100,000. The recipients of these 
funds included Friends of the Homeless, 
Springfield Rescue Mission and the West- 
ern Mass Food Bank as well as many lo- 
cal food pantries. 

“Our desire to support and enrich 
our communities is not only a part of 
our mission, it’s truly who we are,” stat- 
ed Paul Scully, president, and CEO of 
Country Bank. “Team members embody 
our Standards of Professional Excellence 
every day by applying the bank’s 1iSTEP 
core values of integrity, service, team- 


work, excellence, and prosperity. These 
values continue to guide our mission, es- 
pecially through our community involve- 
ment efforts.” 

In addition, Country Bank’s Employ- 
ee Charitable Giving Program raised 
more than $30,000 in 2019 through events 
such as jeans days, bake sales and raffles. 
“Our team volunteered more than 1,000 
hours of personal time at various events 
within our communities. These volun- 
teer hours speak directly to our culture 
and our belief in helping others. Serving 
meals, filling backpacks for the homeless 
and building beds for children in need are 
just a few of the ways we gave back to our 
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communities,’ stated Jodie Gerulaitis, 
vice president of community relations. 

To learn more about Country Bank’s 
Charitable Giving program, go to https:// 
www.countrybank.com/communica- 
tions-center/. 

Country Bank is a full-service mutu- 
al community bank serving central and 
western Massachusetts with 14 offices 
in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brim- 
field, Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, 
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton and Worces- 
ter. Country Bank is a member of FDIC, 
DIF and the SUM network. Country 
Bank can be reached at 800-322-8233 or 
online at countrybank.com. 





Babysitters Academy to take place April 21 


WARE — Baystate Mary Lane 
will sponsor a Babysitters Acade- 
my in April to ready area youth for 
spring and summer babysitting re- 
sponsibilities. 

The one day program will take 
place Tuesday, April 21 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the Main Conference 
Room located on the second floor. 

The Babysitters Academy is a 
certified babysitter program for 


young adults ages 11 2 to 16. The 
Tuesday session offers potential 
babysitters instruction in baby care, 
first aid, CPR, fire safety, home se- 
curity, child behavior and accident 
prevention. 

Participants are given a course 
booklet containing helpful tips and 
other information, and will receive 
a graduation certificate upon com- 
pletion of the course. 


The program is offered by the 
Parenting Education Program at 
Baystate Medical Center. 

There is a $75 fee per student, 
then $30 for each additional family 
or group member. Space 1s limited. 

For more information or to reg- 
ister, visit baystatehealth.org/par- 
ented and click on Infant and Child 
Care or call 413-794-5515. 





NBHS Class of 
1960 reunion 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -— The 
North Brookfield High School Class 
of 1960 reunion will be held on Sun- 
day, May 17, at 308 Lakeside (formerly 
the Lashaway Inn), in East Brookfield. 
Those interested in going are asked to 
sign up by May 1. To sign up, contact 
Tim Parker at RiterTim@gmail.com or 
call him at 413-967-3343. 





Paige Memorial 
Library book sales 
Starts Feb. 22 


HARDWICK — The February book 
sale at the Paige Memorial Library, 87 
Petersham Road, will begin on Satur- 
day, Feb. 22, and continue through Sat- 
urday, Feb. 29. The Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library have new books on 
the shelves in the lower level of the li- 
brary. The library’s hours are on Satur- 
days, from 9 a.m. to | p.m., Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 2 to 7 p.m., and 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. To 
learn more call 413-477-6704, email di- 
rector.paigelibrary@gmail.com, https:// 
www.facebook.com/paigelibrary/ and 
http://www. paigelibrary.com. 


WANTED 
TO BUY 


e Firearms 
e Old Ammo 
e Sporting & Military 
Discreet 
Appraisals 


Call 413-436-5885 





HARDWICK — The East Quab- 
bin Land Trust will hold a video con- 
test. People may submit a short video 
that showcases their outdoor adven- 
tures on conservation land. EQLT 
seeks submissions of short films (1-3 
minutes) embracing winter themes, 
though anything outdoors will do. 
People may take a video of animals, 
sunsets, winter fields, icicles on leaves, 
found mittens. 

In recent months, the East Quab- 
bin Land Trust has been overjoyed 
to see people checking into preserves 
and taking photographs at Mandell 
Hill, the Fitness Trail, Moose Brook 
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Preserve and many others. 


LOCAL 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 


Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 

office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 

community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 
The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 

and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 

towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 

companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
* Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
° Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc 
www.turley.com 





East Quabbin Land Trust to 
hold video contest 


People may share their finished 
work with Sophie at youtheduca- 
tion@EQLT.org.All submissions will 
be posted on the land trust Facebook 
page. 

This video contest is open to any 
and all folks, who live around the 
area. “I am so grateful for nature to 
soothe my greatest wounds and uplift 
even more my happiest days.” So- 
phie, 24, (Americorps) youth educa- 
tion coordinator, EQLT. 

Formal video submissions for the 
contest will be due Friday, Feb. 28, 
though any art or photo/videos peo- 
ple want to make of EQLT properties 
are always encouraged. 






Our advertisers 
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publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
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United Church 
turkey dinner to 
be held on Feb. 24 


WARE — The United Church of 
Ware, on Church Street, will hold 
a turkey dinner on Monday, Feb. 
24, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Take-out 
meals will be available from 5 to 5:30 
p.m. 

The dinner will off turkey and all 
the fixins’ including potatoes, stuff- 
ing, a vegetable, roll, coffee, tea and 
dessert. 

The cost is $12 per person and 
children underl0 free. Credit cards 
are accepted. 

For more information call the 
church at 413-967-9981. 


WE ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 


Brookfield Orchards 


12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield, MA 01535 


Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST 


Saturday, February 29 
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., $5.00 
Apple & Plain Pancakes, 
Sausage & Beverage 


Visit Us On Facebook ° 508.867.6858 ° 877.622.7555 


www.browsethebrookfields.com » www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 


Saturday Night 
February 22, 7-10pm 
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ON LAKE LASHAWAY 
308 EAST MAIN STREET, EAST BROOKFIELD 


WATERFRONT DINING 


SO8LAKESIDE.COM 


308 4) 
LAKESIDE 


Friday, 
February 21 


D&B 
Acoustic 


Find us on 


Facebook 


Open 7 Days 
11 - Close 
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editorial 


Eyes up, 
hands free 


Beginning next week commuters will have 
even more of a reason to set their cell phones 
aside when behind the wheel. 

The Massachusetts Hands-Free Driving 
Law will officially take effect as of Sunday, 
Feb. 23. From then on until March 31, vio- 
lators who are caught using their cell phones 
while driving will receive a verbal warning 
from law enforcement officials. As of April 1, 
however, those found guilty of the infraction 
will have a citation issued to them. 

It is illegal in the commonwealth to com- 
pose or read texts, emails, social media, watch 
videos, or to use the camera function on cel- 
lular devices when behind the wheel of a car. 

Beginning this spring drivers who break 
the new Hands-Free Driving Law will receive 
a fine of $100 on their first offense. A second 
offense will mean an additional $250 charge, 
and will also require offenders to take a dis- 
tracted driving education course. 

A third and final offense will result in a 
penalty of $500, which will be surchargable to 
a driver’s insurance. 

Gov. Charlie Baker made Massachusetts 
the 21st state in the nation to prohibit drivers 
from using cell phones in November of 2019, 
nearly a decade after the state banned texting 
while driving in 2010. 

According to statistics provided by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Admuinistra- 
tion, in 2017 a total of 3,166 fatal motor vehi- 
cle accidents occurred nationwide as a result 
of distracted driving. 

The 2018 Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts Highway Safety Annual Report lists a 
key demographic of offenders as drivers age 
35 or younger, largely due to cell phone and 
smartphone use. In the past three years, these 
drivers have accounted for half of all dis- 
tracted drivers in a fatal crash and nearly 60 
percent of all drivers in a speed-related fatal 
crash. 

The Safe Roads Alliance, a national orga- 
nization with headquarters in Massachusetts 
dedicated to providing safety educational ser- 
vices to all drivers, 1s looking to prepare driv- 
ers to meet the letter of the new law. 

The new law prohibits using a cell phone 
unless it 1s an emergency, while allowing calls 
to be made in hands-free mode. Be sure that 
cell phones are affixed to the dashboard, cen- 
ter console or windshield of a vehicle. Only 
one touch or swipe 1s allowed to activate GPS 
or to make or receive an emergency call as 
manual dialing or GPS use is now banned. 

Before drivers set out on their commute, 
they should program their GPS while station- 
ary and make any calls or send text messages 
before hand. Be sure to let recipients of the 
messages know that you will be driving and 
unable to answer the phone. 

Many phone manufacturers, such as 1P- 
hones, come with functions such as do not 
disturb while driving. For android phones, the 
downloadable app DriveMode will also allow 
for features such as incoming calls to be si- 
lenced and will even send automatic responses 
to let callers know you are driving. 

Above all else, the simplest and most effec- 
tive way to prevent distracted driving mishaps 
is to put away your cell phone and keep your 
eyes on the roadway. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Color play on a winter’s day 


In this column I thought it would be 
fun to take a closer look at color. Per- 
sonally, one of the very reasons 
I love to garden is because it 
gives me the opportunity to 
play with color. Perhaps you 
satisfy your passion for color 
by painting, quilting or another 
hobby besides gardening. Read 
on, there will be something use- 
ful here for you, too. 

While we have to live with 
our color choices in permanent 
plantings such as perennial bor- 
ders or shrub beds, we have an 
endless palette of plants to choose from 
for gardens or containers devoted solely 
to annuals, bulbs and fall plants. With 
the start of each new season we can once 
again let our creative juices run wild and 
change our color schemes as we see fit. 

Just like the cook who instinctively 
knows what herb and how much of it to 
use to flavor a meal, color, for me, 1s 1n- 
tuitive. I’d like to think that I know what 
looks nice with what without looking at 
a color wheel or reading some sort of ex- 
planation on the subject. Not every sea- 
son do I “hit the ball out of the park” 
with my pairings, but most of the time I 
am satisfied. If you find your color com- 
binations to be missing some zing, per- 
haps a lesson in color terminology that 
may help you broaden your brushstrokes. 

First of all, grab a good gardening 
book from your collection and search 
out the color wheel. You can also go 
online and print one out. Having one 
on hand will make the terms I use easi- 
er to understand and no doubt get you 
“scheming.” The complementary color 
scheme utilizes color opposites for the 
sharpest possible contrast. First, pick a 
color youd like in your garden on the 
color wheel, say yellow for example. The 
color directly opposite yellow on the 
wheel is violet. Other complementary 
color combinations are orange and blue 
and green and red. For an early spring 
planting try solid orange pansies with 
blue violas, beautiful! 
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The analogous color scheme is one 
in which colors lie next to one another 
within a 90-degree angle on the 
wheel. Trace your color wheel, 
fold it in half and in half again 
to have a “quarter pie.” Posi- 
tion this ninety-degree angle 
over any three colors to achieve 
the analogous scheme. Yellow, 
orange and orange-red is a 
classic analogous combination, 
easily achieved by utilizing var- 
ious types of marigolds in a 
summer garden. 

A triadic color scheme 1s 
made from three colors that are the same 
distance from one another on the wheel. 
To find triads, it helps to think of the 
wheel as a clock. Just look for colors in 
the four, eight and 12 position; rotate the 
wheel to see all of your options. Red, yel- 
low and blue is a commonly used triad. 
Picture double-flowered red and yellow 
tulips with an underplanting of blue hy- 
acinth, talk about drama! 

In monochromatic color scheme, you 
basically design your garden around a 
single color. If you like pink, for exam- 
ple, you would choose pale pink flowers, 
deep pink flowers, and all the subtle hues 
in between. This scheme rarely disap- 
points. White gardens were all the rage 
a few years back. One of my favorite all 
white combinations is cleome, cosmos, 
bachelor’s buttons, salvia farinacea and 
annual baby’s breath. Nearly every flow- 
er type possible is covered and each one 
is white. 

Has all this talk about color gotten 
you excited for the start of the season? 
It has me. Until then, ll work on a new 
rug to satisfy my need for color play. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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Without civility our system doesn’t work 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


When he was just a young teenage 
schoolboy, George Washington sat 
down and copied out 110 “Rules of 
Civility & Decent Behavior.” Many of 
these had to do with simple manners. 
“Cleanse not your teeth with the table- 
cloth, napkin, fork or knife,” reads Rule 
100. Good advice at any time. 

But the first rule the future president 
wrote down and followed for the rest 
of his life was especially notable: “Ev- 
ery action done in company, ought to 
be with some sign of respect to those 
that are present.” There are times when 
I find myself wishing that all of us — 
public officials and ordinary citizens 
alike — would adopt the civil behavior 
of that particular teenager. 

Our politics today too often is stri- 
dent and polarized. To put it mildly, 
we do not always show respect to those 
present, as Washington did, and try to 
make them comfortable. Often, it’s just 
the opposite. We live in a polity that 
seems to reward in-your-face rhetoric 
and confrontational behavior. 

Yet civility — respecting the rights 
and dignity of others — uplifts our 


common life. It makes engaging in poli- 
tics more pleasant, more appealing, and 
ultimately, more fruitful. 

I’m well aware that calls for civility 
in the past have been used by political 
“haves” to try to rein in those seeking 
entree to power. And Americans have an 
interesting, conflicted view on the topic. 
On the one hand, a Georgetown Uni- 
versity poll found last fall, Americans 
across the political spectrum “agree 
with the premise that our political cul- 
ture has become too uncivil and lacks 
a focus on solutions, and that common 
ground and compromise should be the 
goal for political leaders.” Yet they of- 
ten tolerate, if not encourage, incivility, 
and want their leaders to “stand up to 
the other side.” 

But stressing respect for one’s oppo- 
nents does not mean we need to agree 
with one another. Far from it. At its 
heart, our system was built as a means 
of managing disagreement without 
coming to blows. Treating one another 
civilly is how people who don’t agree 
still manage to weigh issues carefully 
and find common ground. The found- 
ing fathers did not expect all Americans 
would become friends, but they did ex- 
pect that we could all be respectful and 





School staycations and pun fun 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 


February’s area 
school vacations are 
here! Students, parent, 
aunts, uncles and grand- 
parents may spend time 
with staycation students. 

Some may wonder, “What’s a stayca- 
tion?” It’s a time when instead of trav- 
eling a great distance away for vacation, 
the decision is made to stay home, and 
to travel short trips to see local events, 
entertainment, and to tour nearby mu- 
seums, landmarks and well-known sites. 

Especially during “staycations,” ev- 
ery family member can use lighten-up, 
brighten-up moments. From the young- 
est student to the retiree, reportedly, 
“humor 1s the best medicine.” 

Fun puns are words written or used 
in such a way that suggests two or more 
meanings. Some puns make wordplay 
by using another word with a similar 
sound. Adults understand the definition 
as a word or phrase two meanings result- 
ing in a witticism or a jest. 

Perhaps your days during this school 
staycation can go a little lighter and 
brighter with several light-hearted fun 
puns? 

Often most mornings start with 
breakfast table conversations while sip- 
ping tea, hot chocolate or coffee. A fun 
pun for the coffee drinkers: 

“Coffee has bean the grounds of 
many a heated and strong discussion.” 

Even during wintry weather, some- 
times discussing the evolving evidences 
of spring happens: 

“After winter, the trees are relieved.” 

Other times, fruit-related chatter 





somehow manages to conclude how 
generations raise children differently: 

“You know the problem with grapes 
these days. People just aren’t raisin’ them 
right.” 

Often during “staycations,’ students 
visit the dentist’s office and their fami- 
ly member may remind them: “Dentists 
have their own floss-ify on how to keep 
teeth clean.” 

And, as students get warmly dressed 
and pile into cars, from first-hand expe- 
riences, we all know that getting to plac- 
es on time during “staycations” can be 
challenging: “Why did the man stand on 
a Clock? He really wanted to be on time.” 

Perchance some parents and _ stu- 
dents are environmentally inclined and 
are planning a sunny day trip to a well- 
known nursery to learn more about the 
various bushes, blossoms and _ pollina- 
tion cycles. Maybe this observation will 
bring a smile: 

“When I bought some fruit trees the 
nursery Owner gave me some insects to 
help with the pollination. They were free 
bees.” 

And, during school February vaca- 
tions, high school students may work 
extra part-time job shifts. Except for the 
teenage employee who stopped working 
with food: “The early morning, part- 
time job of making doughnuts was over 
because the employee got fed up with 
the hole business.” 

Laughter, chuckles, grins and often 
simple silliness brings heart-lightened 
joy. Light humor can be therapeutic. 
May “Pun Prescriptions” become a 
merry-heart-medicine remedying school 
staycation days and bringing enjoyable 
pun fun. 
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civil to each other. 

And there’s no question that incivili- 
ty has consequences. It makes the work 
of democracy more difficult: building 
consensus, reconciling competing views, 
enticing ordinary Americans to give up 
some of their private lives to devote 
themselves to the public good. It makes 
key institutions like Congress less effec- 
tive. Walking into a room or chamber 
where the differences are sharply drawn 
and finding a way to bring people to- 
gether is political skill of the highest or- 
der. And it’s pretty much impossible to 
exercise without civility. 

Where many of us grew up — and 
still, to this day — talking easily, com- 
fortably, and courteously with one an- 
other is the way we resolve our prob- 
lems. Especially at the state and local 
level, political leaders mostly recognize 
that they have a responsibility to respect 
the dignity of the people they’re bound 
to encounter on a regular basis. 

This is not always easy. Civility takes 
discipline and patience. Especially when 
faced with incivility, the temptation is 
to lash right back. But aside from some 
kind of momentary satisfaction, it’s 
hard to see how this is an effective tactic 
if our purpose is to get things done. 
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Because in a democracy like ours, 
the key challenge is to foster a debate 
that respects all voices, even those of 
dissent and protest, and create an en- 
vironment that enables the agreements 
we need to advance the common good. 
The future and the effectiveness of our 
representative democracy require that 
we get the balance between civility and 
dissent right. 

The reassuring thing is that bringing 
this country closer to the political be- 
havior that George Washington had in 
mind is not a matter of enacting laws 
or passing new regulations. It’s simply 
a matter of encouraging respectful be- 
havior, one person at a time. If we can 
do that and reverse the course we’ve 
embarked on in recent years, then we 
can still show that a government of, for, 
and by the people works. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor 
for the Indiana University Center on 
Representative Government; a_ Distin- 
guished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lu- 
gar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O'Neill School of Public and En- 
vironmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years. 
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Library participates in the Boston Bruins PJ Drive 


STURBRIDGE — The Joshua Hyde 
Public Library 1s participating in the 
Boston Bruins 13th annual PJ Drive to 
benefit the Department of Children and 
Families’ Wonderfund and Cradles to 
Crayons. The PJ Drive’s goal is to collect 
13,000 pairs of new pajamas. Many of 
the pajamas donated go to local DCF of- 
fices in the area where they were collect- 
ed, benefitting local kids and teens. DCF 
estimates that at any given time the agen- 
cy is working with 45,000 babies, children 
and teens. 

“Personally, this is an event that is 
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close to my heart, and I am thrilled that 
the Joshua Hyde Library will once again 
be collecting pajamas for kids in our 
community who need them,” said Li- 
brary Director Becky Plimpton. 

The Boston Bruins PJ Drive runs 
through March 15. The library will be 
collecting new pairs of pajamas for ba- 
bies, children and teens at the library, and 
there are drop off boxes at the Sturbridge 
Coffee House, 407 Main St. and Wild 
Flour Kolaches, 57 Main St. 

Participating libraries will compete 
with other organizations for special Bru- 


ins prizes including tickets to a Bruins 
game to be given to lucky library patrons. 

The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners works with the Boston 
Bruins to coordinate library participa- 
tion in the drive. Libraries from around 
the state use the Massachusetts Library 
System’s delivery service, typically used 
to send books and other library materi- 
als, to send their PJs to area collection 
locations which increases libraries’ ability 
to participate in the drive. 

Programs during this time include: 

Friday, Feb. 14, 11 a.m. PJ drop-in 





Story Time 

Thursday, Feb. 20 — Pajama Day! 
Staff will be in PJs, and offering cook- 
ies and hot chocolate all day. Henry the 
Juggler will be performing at 3 p.m., with 
registration required at sturbridgelibrary. 
org. 
Friday, March 13, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
— PJs and Pizza Movie Night, showing 
“Office Space,” with registration neces- 
sary at sturbridgelibrary.org. 

These events are sponsored by the 
Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Li- 
brary. 





First-ever Restaurant Week 
to start March 16 


STURBRIDGE — Sturbridge Eco- 
nomic Development and ‘Tourism 
Coordinator Kevin Filchak and the 
Sturbridge Tourist Association have an- 
nounced the first-ever Restaurant Week 
in Sturbridge. In fact, in an effort to 
draw even more patrons to Sturbridge, 
the STA will be holding it over a two- 
week period, and it will begin on March 
16 and end on March 29. 

Now, unlike normal restaurant 
weeks, the STA’s Restaurant Week is 
not asking restaurants to create a menu 
based on pre-fixed prices. Rather the 
STA will be investing up to $3,000 in 
local and regional advertisements to 
encourage patrons to come to every 
Sturbridge restaurant during this two- 


week period. This way every restaurant, 
regardless of their size, theme or menu, 
can participate. For this Restaurant 
Week, the STA encourages restaurants, 
but does not require them, to create a 
new special dish during this period to 
help give patrons new reasons to visit 
their establishments. 

The goal of this Restaurant Week is 
to help highlight the many wonderful 
restaurants here in Sturbridge and to be 
a boost to the local economy. 

For those who have questions or 
comments regarding the STA’s Restau- 
rant Week, please contact the Economic 
Development and Tourism Coordinator 
at 508-347-2500, ext. 1411 or kfilchak@ 
sturbridge. gov. 


Seniors offer 


STURBRIDGE — The Friends of 
the Sturbridge Seniors are happy to 
offer to the general public a daytime 
bus trip beginning on Thursday March 
12, when it travels by deluxe motor 
coach on an approximately 60-minute 
ride to the fabulous Venus DeMilo in 
Swansea. to see Ireland’s most exciting 
young tenor, Emmet Cahill. 

He is the star of PBS Phenome- 
non Celtic Thunder. He will perform 
many of the Irish classics as well as 
some favorite Broadway hits. He will 
be joined by the Emerald String Quar- 
tet, who are four young ladies creating 





Friends of the Sturbridge 


a trip 


the sweetest sounds from their string 
instruments. Also there will be the 
All Male Dublin City Dancers who 
will shake up the audience with their 
high-stepping dance numbers. For 
$92 everyone will have a plated lunch 
of corned beef and cabbage or baked 
haddock, plus Venus DeMilo’s famous 
minestrone soup, vegetables, breads, 
dessert, coffee and tea, bus transpor- 
tation and this fabulous show. 

For additional information on 
these wonderful trips, please contact 
Linda Fortier at 508-347-1452 or by 
email at bestoftimes2020@aol.com. 
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MEETING from page 1 


letter from a mother who was sitting 
with her mentally 9-year-old son in an 
emergency room. She shared her heart- 
break and frustration in the letter and 
asked Patrissi to read it aloud at the 
meeting. 

“This letter comes to you from Bay- 
state Medical Center’s pediatric emer- 
gency department, at 4:30 this morn- 
ing,’ it read. “I’m here with my son, a 
sweet, intelligent, goofy kid who had to 
be restrained last night by five police of- 
ficers after punching me and tearing out 
a fistful of my hair. He’s having a men- 
tal health crisis, and I’ve been trying to 
get him the care he so desperately wants 
and needs. 

She went on to say he was not violent 
at school and gets good grades, and the 
school has told her they can’t provide 
more than their special education ser- 
vices because he is not violent there. 

“Td like to thank you for the work 


you've already done to help kids like 
mine get the services they need,” she 
wrote.” But my son’s story is evidence 
that this work is far from over. He tells 
me that he wants to stay here at the hos- 
pital because it’s hopeless and he’s just 
going to keep getting worse if he goes 
home. He’s escalating rapidly, and I 
worry about what will happen when he’s 
older and bigger, about whether I'll be 
able to help or contain him. I need you 
to try even harder to help him before it’s 
too late.” There was a collective gasp in 
the room when Patrissi read he was 9. 

Gobi said the State Legislature was 
working on a bill to make mental health 
services on a par with physical health- 
care, and it would also put the authority 
in the clinician’s hands as to what ser- 
vices were needed instead of under the 
control of insurance companies. 

“There are lot of good hings in this 
bill,” she said, with legislators having 
until Wednesday afternoon to offer 
amendments to it. 

She also said at Blackstone Valley 


Regional School District, a partnership 
had been created with a clinician who 
has an office in the schools and treats 
all her patients from that location. That 
way she 1s available to the schools when 
they need her, she said. 

The bill would also put licensing 
clinicians under the Department of 
Health, not the Division of Professional 
Licensure as it 1s now. 

Sullivan said his office sees the lack 
of mental health services for adolescents 
every day as it tries to divert young peo- 
ple from the court system and find plac- 
es for them to get help. He said there is 
a lack of residential treatment centers 
and there 1s not parity between mental 
health and physical health services but 
there needs to be. He said his office fre- 
quently sees families in crisis. 

Ware School Superintendent Dr. 
Marlene DiLeo said the district has 
had an open position for mental health 
services that has gone unfilled since last 
summer due to a lack of qualified can- 
didates. 


Other issues 

Abigail Duda, member of a Quabo- 
ag Hills Substance Use Alliance sub- 
committee researching how to create 
and fund a peer addiction recovery cen- 
ter in Ware, asked if there were funds 
available for such a project. 

It was also pointed out that certain 
grant monies can’t be used for recov- 
ery coaches, but there are very much in 
need in the Quaboag Hills area. 

Gobi said there might be money 
from other line items available if 1t were 
looked for, but to create a new line item 
in any state budget 1s always difficult. 

“T can't think of a more deserving 
area than this one for a peer recovery 
center,” said Sullivan, who said he was 
willing to support efforts to create one. 

Nekr Jenkins also asked about fund- 
ing for nicotine cessation services for 
teenagers, who can’t access such ser- 
vices because they are not 18. She said 
since teenagers have started vaping with 
electronic cigarettes, they need help to 
quit. 





RAIL from page 1 


is a non-starter. We need true rail from 
Pittsfield to Boston.” 

Bernard received a rousing ovation 
from the completely packed room in 
the UMass Center in Tower Square for 
his comments. Bernard said that since 
Western Mass residents helped foot the 
bill for infrastructure improvements in 
the East, it’s time for them to return 
the favor with a “generational invest- 
ment in the future of economic devel- 
opment.” 

The option that intrigued people the 
most is the sixth option for the con- 


struction of a new electrified railroad 
line running along the I-90 Turnpike 
corridor. However, this options also 
carries the steepest price tag of $24.9 
billion. It features the largest projected 
ridership, estimated at 820 daily, with 
the fastest travel time. However, the 
next most expensive option is $5.1 bil- 
lion — which 1s alternative 5, the only 
option without a Palmer stop. 

“The cost increases a lot faster than 
the ridership increases, so youre not 
getting the most bang for your buck,” 
said Ned Codd, New England planning 
and environmental lead for WSP. 

Citizens were quick to point out 


that the problem with cheaper options 
is that projected ride times are not low 
enough to make the train more attrac- 
tive than commuting via the Turnpike 
with the exception of Alternative 6. 

There were also many people ex- 
pressing distrust with the projected 
ridership numbers as the highest, and 
most expensive, ridership projection 
peaked at 820 people. 

“This 1s a project for the whole state. 
The Boston residents will benefit just as 
much as Western Mass.,” said Palmer’s 
Mike Eagan. “I don’t see how ridership 
can be low when you'll eventually have 
a migration to Western Mass.” 


“IT don’t trust the ridership esti- 
mates,” added John Garrett. “The peo- 
ple of Western Mass. are smart enough 
to know when they’re being fooled.” 

All alternatives can be viewed, with 
additional project information, at www. 
mass. gov/lists/east-west-passenger-rail- 
study-documents. Moving forward, 
the Advisory Committee will meet on 
Monday, Feb. 24, at 1 p.m., in the Sher- 
aton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel 
to discuss the project. The six alterna- 
tives will be cut down to three finalists 
for the final report in April, which will 
be presented at another public informa- 
tional meeting. 


HARDWICK — Let’s Get Social: 


Chikmedia and Healthy Town Living 
will be hosting a night of social media 
and personal branding education paired 
with the perfect wine from local vine- 
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Night of social media education will be paired with wine 


yard, Hardwick Vineyard and Winery, 
on Thursday, March 19, from 5 to 7 
p.m., at Hardwick Winery, 3305 Green- 
wich Road. These local businesses are 
teaming up to shape the future of local 
female entrepreneurs, while indulging in 
local, tasty treats. 

The social media and personal brand- 
ing workshop will cover all the basics 
and share knowledge on the vital compo- 
nents needed to launch a comprehensive, 
effective personal brand. Trends, demo- 
graphics and successful tips on how to 
brand yourself effectively will be covered, 
along with the ins and outs of the social 
media platforms that fuel the success of 
a campaign. The workshop will cover 
the must-haves for a professional online 
presence and will teach what types of 
content works best and where it should 
be posted to engage more followers. 

Healthy Town Living, a partner in this 
event, crafts her own recipes or modifies 
others, to make them healthier. Owner 
Donna Holden’s mission is to inspire and 
educate others to live a healthy life by 


creating recipes that can show the com- 
munity how to turn locally-grown ingre- 
dients into healthy and satisfying recipes. 
Healthy Town Living will be work with 
Reeds Country Store and local farms to 
create a delicious, healthy meal, which 
will nicely with a glass of local wine 
from Hardwick Vineyard and Winery for 
guests to enjoy. 

“I am so excited to bring Chikmedia 
to Hardwick,” said Holden. “We have a 
lot of amazing female entrepreneurs and 
businesses 1n this rural area that can real- 
ly benefit from this type of event. Some- 
times we get forgotten about out here in 
the country, so I love to showcase and 
remind people to look locally before they 
go searching beyond for food or services. 
I also love that this is a wonderful time 
for our community to come together to 
network and appreciate what they are 
bringing to this area.” 

“This workshop is intended to be for 
all levels of social media users: those 
who have just started, and those who 
are looking to fine tune their skills,” said 
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Meghan Rothschild, owner and presi- 
dent of Chikmedia. “In today’s world, 
keeping up to date on the latest is critical 
to success, and this workshop will do just 
that.” 

Chikmedia is a boutique firm that 
puts an emphasis on female-run orga- 
nizations and women business owners; 
offering strategic marketing planning 
and creative public relations. Started by 
award-winning women, Chikmedia seeks 
to improve marketing campaigns, target 
messaging and create campaigns that re- 
flect individual business personalities. 

Healthy Town Living is an online des- 
tination for all things, healthy living and 
eating. Holden, lives an active lifestyle 
who loves to cook and eat healthy, “real” 
food. Intrigued by what food can do to a 
person, and how food choices can influ- 
ence the way a body feels, she crafts her 
own recipes or modifies others, to make 
them healthier. 

Anyone who wishes to attend should 
contact Meghan Rothschild at Meghan@ 
chikmedia.us. 





Ashe and Gobi announce public forum on crumbling concrete foundations 


MONSON - State Rep. Brian Ashe, 
D-Longmeadow, and state Sen.Anne 
Gobi, D-Spencer, will be holding a pub- 
lic forum on Saturday, March 14, from 10 
a.m. to noon, at the Granite Valley Mid- 
dle School auditorium, at 21 Thompson 
St., to update residents throughout West- 


ern Mass on the status of crumbling con- 
crete foundations caused by the presence 
of pyrrhotite. 

They will also discuss the state re1m- 
bursement program as well as present the 
final report filed by the Crumbling Con- 
crete Foundations Study Commission. 


The commission was tasked with exam- 
ining the financial and economic impacts 
of crumbling concrete foundations by 
identifying the affected locations and 
overall estimated cost to fully restore the 
damaged foundations. The report also 
recommends what steps the state should 


take to address the overall issue and what 
action can be taken to best assist affected 
homeowners. 

After a brief presentation, there will 
be a question and answer period. 
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took on crafting and creating obstacles 
and decor for the holes. “We have some 
talented people here,’ Friend Dawn 
Sedlier said. 

There will be six holes on each of 
the three floors. “They follow the path 
of the sections of the library,’ Sedlier 
said. Themes upstairs on the children’s 
room include Make Way for Ducklings, 
The Wizard of Oz, Dr. Seuss and Curi- 
ous George. There is a special serpent 
hole running down the stairs, leading to 
the main floor which features a jungle 
theme, local history, library benefac- 
tors Mr. and Mrs. Erasmus Haston and 
entertainment and movies (including 


romance and thrillers). The lower level 
features non-fiction-themed holes such 
as travel, gardening, sports, biographies 
and local history, including the Town 
House. There is also a “19th hole” 
which features refreshments, donated 
by the Friends. 

Putters and balls are on loan from 
Bogey Lanes and wooden two by fours 
are on loan from Howe Lumber. 

The whole family is invited to play in 
this fun event, although golfers should 
be 5 and up. Prizes will be awarded to 
all players under 12 and for holes-in- 
one on selected holes. Groups are asked 
to call the library to make a tee-time. 
For more information, contact Thistle 
at dthistle@cwmars.org. 





Haston Free Public Library Director Dawn Thistle demonstrates the stegosaurus hole as Haston Free Public 
Library Friends member Ellen Smith looks on. Thistle said the hole was modeled after a school project she 
made with her son about 20 years ago. 











Library Director Dawn Thistle and Friend Elisabeth Hyder affix the head onto a dryer vent hose to create a 
serpent hole that snakes down the stairs. 
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Friends Ellen Smith and Jan Moran snake the serpent hole down the banister. 
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WALES — Winter lectures at the Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary are offered on Saturdays at 1:30 pm. Please 
RSVP by calling 413-267-9654. The lectures are free; 
however, attendees are asked that to bring a canned 
good or non-perishable food item to support the local 
food pantry. In case of inclement weather please call 
ahead, check our Facebook page or visit www.nor- 
crosswildlife.org. 


Saturday, Feb. 22 
The New Jersey pine barrens at a glance 

The pine barrens of New Jersey have long been 
known for its botanical richness and unique character. 
With over one million acres of protected lands, this 
“wilderness” sits within 25 miles of Philadelphia and 30 
miles of New York City. Uli Lorimer, director of hor- 
ticulture for Native Plant Trust, will touch upon some 
of the conservation work being done within the pines, 
some of the field work conducted on behalf of the Tor- 
rey Botanical Society and a showcase of the wonderful 
flora that can be found there. 


Saturday, Feb. 29 
Understanding the life cycle of native plants 
Heather McCargo, founder and executive director 
of Wild Seed Project, will show you the fascinating re- 
productive life cycle of different types of New England 
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native plants. She will explain how we can change our 
landscape practices to support wild plant reproduction, 
pollinators, and other wildlife. Come and learn about 
outdoor seed sowing that anyone can do to help in- 
crease native plant populations. Growing native plants 
from seed is a great way to protect the genetic diversi- 
ty of our native flora and to produce an abundance of 
plants inexpensively. Be part of a grassroots movement 
to sow native seeds. 


Saturday, March 7 
Design-less gardening: a naturalistic approach 

Disregard traditional design rules and adopt a new 
approach to garden design. Look to nature for inspi- 
ration. What clues can be take from the landscape to 
help a site to thrive? Learn to evaluate sunlight, mois- 
ture, soil and other factors to encourage a successful 
garden that does not require many inputs in the way 
of watering, fertilizing and extra coddling. Dan Jaffe, 
Norcross horticulturist and propagator, will show at- 
tendees how to create a low maintenance garden that 
actively supports the environment and provides beauty 

for all-- people and pollinators alike. 


Saturday, March 14 
You, me and climate change 
Climate Change: It’s what’s for dinner.. Not just to- 
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Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary 2020 winter lecture series 


night but every night for the foreseeable future. Since 
we know what’s being served up we may as well come 
up with a creative menu to deal with or mitigate the 
changes to come. Excess CO2 is not the problem; it’s 
a symptom as are the extreme weather patterns. Fos- 
sil fuel is only a fraction of the excess carbon in the 
atmosphere. Trevor Smith, lead designer at Land Es- 
capes Design, will go past the scary numbers and the 
heartbreaking photographs of emaciated polar bears 
floating alone on a piece of ice and break out individu- 
als can do. He makes it clear that the power to slow or 
stop climate change doesn’t rest solely in the hands of 
government and will leave everyone inspired and em- 
powered to take action. 


Saturday, March 21 
Bare trees and naked shrubs 

No leaves? No problem! Boot Boutwell, a freelance 
itinerant naturalist and educator, will show attendees 
how to use a combination of branching patterns, bud 
and bark characteristics, habitat, persistent fruits, galls 
and marcescent leaves to help identify woody plants in 
winter. Attendees will use both bud and twig samples 
to study the subjects. While this is an indoor presenta- 
tion, there will be the option to go for a walk afterward. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please 
email jgrybowski@turley.com. 








A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


SS: Salem Cross InN 


(= ) RESTAURANT & TAVERN 


A 


Time to Make Your 
Easter Reservations! 
April 12th 


Fireplace Feasts Now thru April 
1700s STYLE OPEN HEARTH FEAST 
Includes Horse Drawn Wagon or Sleigh Ride. 

See website for details. 
$22 Complete Dinners 
Sundays 


CLOSED FOR VACATION MARCH 30 - APRIL 7 


WINTER SCHEDULE 
Dining Room Hexmark Tavern 
Feb. Open Fri.-Sun. | Feb. Open Friday 
March Open March Open 


Thurs.-Sun. Thurs. & Fri. 
Lunch & Dinner 4pm-9pm 


11:30am-9pm 
Live Music 
Sun. (Dinner) 12noon-8pm Evening 


(508) 867-2345 


y BS Owe 


Ss > Yankee 
VANKEE 


Magazine 
Best NE 
Cuisine 
in MA! 


BEST OF 
\ NEW ENGLAND 
2018 


www.salemcrossinn.com 


UE ie 
r St cats pany ae 
ee he ty “ae J 
“uae Shades 
| e * 
’ ¥) f > 
i } 
a) fa by - 
= : 
, aS " 
/ *; f — 
*\ Gar a? ¥ 
no " - 
be 
mM : 
4 m4) os 
> 4 * 
yas | Septemb 
1 ak: eptember 
(i 
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$3799 


collette 


Hello Dolly! ........::::cccssssee0 $110 
Boston Flower Show $69 
Jesus Christ Superstar 

NYC for a Day 

Bridge of Flowers Lunch 

Escape to Rockport 

4-Day Montreal 


For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 
or email adventuretours@att.net 
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com 
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SPORTS 


WMass. tournament 
important to area 
athletic directors, 
coaches 


Editor’s note: This is the final article of a four- 
part series to break down the statewide tournament 
proposal, what it is, it’s effect on the Western Mass. 
region, the challenges, and how your athletic direc- 
tors and coaches feel about it. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION — One representative from each of 
the 380 MIAA member high schools will be vot- 
ing on the new statewide tournament proposal on 
Feb. 28 at Assabet Valley Regional Technical High 
School located in Marlborough. 

Several Western Mass. athletic directors and 
coaches have expressed their concerns about the 
new plan. At the top of the list is how the new 
statewide tournament will impact the future of the 
Western Mass. tournaments. 

“T think the Tournament Management Commit- 
tee has done a tremendous job of putting together 
this proposal and they’ve done their research,” said 
Ludlow Athletic Director Tim Brillo. “The biggest 
concern in this area is making sure that we can 
maintain the Western Mass. Championships. I’m 
hoping we'll still be able to do that.” 

If the new tournament plan does pass on the 
Feb. 28, a Western Mass. tournament could still 
possibly be held during the final week of the regu- 
lar season 1n each team sport. 

“It might be like how the NCAA does it now in 
basketball,” added Brillo, who’s currently a mem- 
ber of the MIAA Board of Directors. “They hold 
a conference tournament prior to the start of the 
NCAA tournament. I’m really hoping that we can 
do the same type of thing with all of our sports. 
Changes are always scary and difficult.” 

At its January meeting, the Board of Directors 
voted 14-3 in favor of the statewide tournament 
proposal. 

Brillo isn’t really sure what the outcome of the 
vote will be on Feb. 28. 

If the new statewide plan is approved, it will go 
into effect at the start of the 2021-2022 school year. 

Currently the winner of each Division of the 
Western Mass. tournaments faces the winning team 
of the Central Mass. tournament in the state sem1- 
finals. The winner of that contest plays the Eastern 
Mass. champion in the state finals. 

“There are some inequities on how a team 
currently gets into the tournament,” Brillo said. 
“There is a seeding inequity and there is a differ- 
ence in number of games played, especially in East- 
ern Mass., to get to the state finals.” 

Under the new statewide plan, the top 32 teams 
in each Division will be ranked by Maxpreps and 
they'll automatically qualify for the postseason 
tournament. All of the other teams that finish with 
a .500 or better record will also qualify for the tour- 
nament. The teams will be put in four brackets sim- 
ilar to the NCAA basketball tournament. 

The finals of the Western Mass. girls and boys 
basketball tournaments are currently held at the 
historic Curry Hicks Cage located on the UMa- 
ss-Amherst campus. It’s the one place all of the var- 
sity basketball players from Western Mass. dreams 
about playing a game at that special venue. 

“All of our basketball teams have really enjoyed 
the experience of playing at the Cage in the past,” 
said Ware boys varsity basketball coach Gene Rich. 
“It would be nice if we're able to keep the West- 


Please see TOURNEY, page 10 
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Warriors take down Cougars 


Julissa DeLeon dribbles 
downcourt. 





By Chris Drosehn 
Sports Correspondent 


WARREN -— It was Senior 
Night in Warren at Quaboag Re- 
gional where the girls garsity bas- 
ketball squad of Quaboag took 
on Tantasqua Regional High 


7 PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SIMUGMUG.COM 


School. The basketball took a 
back seat to the night for seniors 
of the home team, Quaboag. Un- 
fortunately for the Lady Cougars, 
they did not come away with a 
win against Tantasqua suffering 
a 52-40 loss. 

The two seniors playing in 





their final regular season home game for 
Quaboag are Kiarra Dorman and Ade- 
line Ford. 

“Theyre the greatest kids to be able 
to coach. You couldn’t ask for two bet- 
ter players. They're going to be missed,” 
said head coach William Beauregard. 

After a defensive rebound, it seemed 
that the team would have to finish out 
senior night without Dorman in front of 
a raucous crowd. She appeared to hurt 
her ankle after the rebound, but was 
able to return to the game after sitting 
out for the end of the first quarter. 


Please see COUGARS, page 10 


Indians fall on ‘Senior Night’ to Bethany 


NORTH BROOKFIELD - 
North Brookfield Regional had a 
tough night against the Bethany 
Christian Academy boys varsity 
squad for their final game of the 
season. It was a lopsided score 
of 58-29, but the story for North 
Brookfield was their graduating 
senior. It was a Senior Night. 

North Brookfield came out of 
the gate in rough shape, only scor- 
ing 8 points in the first half. Their 
scoring picked up for the second 
half, with the team rallying to 
get to 29 points on the night. The 
team was led by Junior David Shes 
with 7 points on the night. 

“We fought hard. They’ve got 
a good squad. My kids fought 


the best they could and that’s all I 
could ever ask for. ’ve never ques- 
tioned their effort this year” said 
head coach Jon Leroux. “We are 
just young. All of these guys are 
coming back next year and I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

The team is a young team, and 
it showed on the court during this 
match up and it shows in that they 
had one senior graduating, Nick 
Lareau. “He is our glue guy. He 
keeps everything together. His 
stuff doesn’t show up on the stat 
sheet” said Leroux. “He does all 
of the little things. He boxes out 
really well, dives on the floor for 
loose balls, takes charges. All of 
the little things that a coach loves, 


but don’t necessarily get noticed 
by a lot of other people.” 

Lareau has been seen as a glue 
guy by his head coach. He keeps 
the positive energy, even amidst a 
down season from the team. His 
contributions go just beyond the 
basketball court. “You couldn't 
ask for a better person. He’s a 
great kid and those guys don't 
come around very often” Leroux 
said. 

The team’s season has come 
to an end before Leroux and the 
squad would have hoped, but 
there is promise of a bright future 
for the team as their team gains 
more experience. 
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MIAA Bracketology 


returning soon 


REGION — March Madness is com- 
ing, and for the second straight year, 
Turley Sports will bring you “MIAA 
bracketology.” 

In two weeks, in our February 27 
and 28 issues of all Turley Publications 
papers, the sports department will 
be presenting its picks for the MIAA 
Western Massachusetts Tournaments. 
There will be four brackets for boys 
basketball, and four brackets for girls 
basketball. 

The brackets will detail our picks 
to make it all the way to our own sec- 
tional championships, held right at the 
famed Curry Hicks Cage on the cam- 
pus of the University of Massachu- 
setts-Amherst. 

Will we be right, or will we be wrong? 
Who knows. But we sincerely hope our 
readers enjoy following the progress of 
the Western Mass. tournament, that is 
one of the most popular tournaments 
that takes place in the year. Whether 


it is Division | or Division 4, the bas- 
ketball tournaments are some of most 
exciting action of the year. 

The brackets we will be presenting 
in two weeks will reflect simple guesses 
on the part of Turley Sports with short 
commentary below each bracket to ex- 
plain our brackets. We encourage you 
to compare our brackets to your own. 
We hope you enjoy watching the tour- 
nament unfold from Feb. 24 when the 
first round is scheduled to begin, all the 
way to Curry Hicks Cage on March 7 
and 8. 

The tournament brackets are sched- 
uled to be released on Saturday, Feb. 
22. The Turley Sports bracketology 
will be prepared the following day pri- 
or to the start of the tournament, and 
then will available online through our 
turley.com website and will be pub- 
lished in the papers available Thursday, 
Feb. 27 and Friday, Feb. 28. Happy 
tournament to all! 


State tournament 
information meeting scheduled 


REGION — The Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) Tournament Management 
Committee (TMC) has scheduled the 
regional meetings. These meetings will 
include an overview presentation of 
the Statewide Tournament Proposal 
provided by members of the MIAA 
TMC, followed by a question-and-an- 
Swer session. 

These informational meetings are a 


COUGARS from page 9 


Dorman was able to overcome the 
injury and led Quaboag in points with 
2. 

The game itself was a very phys- 
ical game. Frustrations mounted as 
Quaboag could’t find any offensive 
traction. There were some shoves ex- 
changed while the ball was live, and 
the referees tried their best to keep the 
game in order. 

“It kind of got out of hand there. 


GivinaBack 


great opportunity to enhance under- 
standing of the Statewide Tournament 
Proposal and provide feedback to the 
TMC. The meetings are open to Su- 
perintendents, Principals, Athletic D1- 
rectors, Coaches, Officials and Media. 

The Western Massachusetts meet- 
ing will be held on Monday, Feb. 24 at 
Chicopee Comprehensive High School 
at 6 p.m. 


We lost control of it a little bit” said 
Beauregard. “In the end, nobody did 
anything too crazy and we were able to 
finish it.” 

Quaboag has earned themselves a 
spot in the District tournament this 
year, so it is not the end of the season 
for them by any means. The team 1s 
hopeful for a deep run into the tour- 
nament and to let the careers for both 
Dorman and Ford end on a higher 
note than this game. 
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T-Birds sweep Checkers 





CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The Spring- 
field Thunderbirds (28-23-2-0) again 
erased an early deficit en route to a 4-3 
win over the Charlotte Checkers (29- 
18-4-0) on Sunday afternoon inside 
the Bojangles’ Coliseum. It was the 
first weekend sweep for the T-Birds in 
Charlotte in their history. 

For a second straight game, the 
Checkers power play would draw first 
blood. This time around, the T-Birds 
went down two men on back-to-back 
penalties just 12 seconds apart, and 
with just seconds remaining on the 
disadvantage, Gustav Forsling blasted 
a one-timer from the right point that 
squeaked between the legs of Ryan 
Bednard to give Charlotte a 1-0 lead at 
12:48 of the opening frame. 

Bednard was otherwise perfect in 
an opening period onslaught of 15 
shots from the Checkers, including five 
from Forsling alone. Anton Forsberg 
was not as busy in the Checkers’ goal 
crease, as he turned away eight shots 
in the opening period and went almost 
eight minutes without seeing a shot at 
the onset of the game. 

The Springfield power play, reju- 
venated by Rodrigo Abols’ overtime 
tally the night before, struck on its first 
chance at 6:35 of the second with for- 
mer Checker Aleksi Saarela rifling a 
one-time, cross-box pass from Henrik 
Borgstrom over the glove of Forsberg 
to tie the score, 1-1. 

Charlotte would vault back to the 
lead at 11:51 when Dave Gust picked 
up a puck in the left circle off a shot 
block and snapping it over the shoul- 
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ern Mass. tournament. You could play 
one of your rivals in the tournament. I 
would hate to break up something that 
works.” 

Rich is also the Principal at Ware 
High School. 

All of the Western Mass. tourna- 
ments are run by the PVIAC. 

Lou Conte is the PVIAC Executive 
Secretary and Jeff Boudway is the PVI- 
AC Administrative Assistant. 

“The PVIAC has done a great job 
and it has been commended many 
times by the MIAA for the way it con- 
ducts business in this part of the state,” 
Rich said. “They do the tournament 
seedings and make the tournament 
schedules for each sport.” 

The Central Mass. basketball tour- 
nament is normally held at the Har- 
rington Auditorium located on the 
W.P.I. campus in Worcester. A long- 
time Central Mass. girls varsity basket- 
ball coach always says that playing a 
tournament game at W.P.I. is like going 
to Disney World for his players. 

The Clark Tournament, which 1s 
held during the February school vaca- 
tion week, is another popular basket- 
ball tournament in Central Massachu- 
setts. 

All of the high schools will have 
to insert their win and loss records to 
Maxpreps in order for the new system 
to be successful. 

The first and second finishers in al- 
most every league also currently qual- 
ify for the postseason tournament, but 
that will no longer take place under the 
new plan. 

Minnechaug Regional High School 
Athletic Director Michael Roy said he 
would like to see more clarity on the 
way Maxpreps will choose rankings. 


in weekend series 


der of Bednard to give the Checkers 
their second lead, 2-1. 

This lead, however, would last but 
46 seconds. Borgstrom created an 
amazing play by throwing a between- 
the-legs pass through a defender to a 
cutting Ethan Prow, who backhanded 
a rising shot into the cage to tie it up 
again, 2-2, at 12:37. 

The 2-2 tie carried into the early 
stages of the third as Forsberg and 
Bednard continued to trade strong net- 
minder plays and saves. After Spring- 
field had eight of the first nine shots 
in the third without a result, the top 
line finally broke through at 12:42. Af- 
ter Roland McKeown had a puck hop 
past him at the left point, Saarela and 
Dryden Hunt set sail for the offensive 
zone in a 2-on-0. Saarela held onto the 
puck as long as possible before slipping 
a pass back to Hunt, who slammed it 
through the legs of Forsberg to make it 
3-2 with 7:18 to play. It was Hunt’s sec- 
ond goal and third point in two games 
on the weekend. 

Those two would not be finished, 
though, as Saarela hit Hunt for 
an empty-net walk-in with 1:20 to 
play, which would turn out to be the 
game-winner after Steven Lorentz got 
Charlotte back to a 4-3 deficit with just 
30 seconds remaining. 

Bednard improved to 4-1 in his five 
AHL decisions as a netminder, stop- 
ping 33 of 36 for the victory, while 
Forsberg had 27 saves in defeat. 

Springfield continues its push to- 
ward the Calder Cup playoffs as they 
return home for the 


“They have not really clarified the 
format Maxpreps will use to judge the 
games,” said Roy. “That makes it hard 
to judge this tournament proposal. 

The South Hadley girls basketball 
team will finish the regular season with 
a below .500 overall record, but they 
still clinched a berth in the Western 
Mass. Division 3 tournament by fin- 
ishing in second place in the Suburban 
League. 

While Brillo is the Athletic Director 
of a large high school that currently 
competes at the Division | and 2 lev- 
els, Rich coach’s basketball at a smaller 
high school that competes at the Divi- 
sion 4 level in most sports. 

“It might be a struggle for a smaller 
high schools like us,” said Rich. “Fi- 
nancially, it could put a little bit of a 
burden on our athletic budget if we’re 
forced to travel to Eastern Mass. to 
play a tournament game. It’s the same 
problem for every small high school in 
the state and we'll just have to think 
outside the box.” 

Agawam High School Athletic D1- 
rector David Stratton and South Had- 
ley High School Athletic Director Eric 
Castonguay have both said they are 
opposed to the proposal. Castonguay 
believes the proposal only benefits the 
eastern part of the state. Stratton says 
the Western Mass. tournament is 1m- 
portant to the region. 

“Even though the sectional tourna- 
ment would change the path to a state 
final to be more equitable,” said Strat- 
ton. “I feel the sectional playoff pro- 
cess works. 

No matter the outcome of the vote 
on Feb. 28, the landscape of high 
school sports in Western Massachu- 
setts will probably be changing during 
the next couple of years. 








Quabbin junior Shea Skowyra leaps 
for the ball during the opening tip off 
against Oakmont. 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE - It was the hottest 
spot to be in Barre on a cold 
winter night last Wednesday, 
when the Quabbin boys’ bas- 
ketball team defeated Oak- 
mont, 57-50 in an _ exciting 
overtime match up, rightfully 
earning the Mid Wach C league 
championship crown. 

“It was a fun game and a 
great experience,’ said Quabbin 
senior captain T.J. Chamber- 
lain, who knocked in a game 
high 22 points. “Everyone con- 
tributed and helped, whether 
by scoring or other ways, so 
that was good to see. It was 
something we waited all season 
for.” 

The stakes were much high- 
er for the two teams when they 
met for the second time this 
season, with both the Panthers 
and Spartans sharing identical 
6-1 league records and both 
wanting the sole spot as victors 
in the league. 

“Our team had worked ex- 
ceptionally hard this season 
and in the off-season to place 
themselves in the position of 
playing for a league champion- 
ship in the final home game,” 
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Quabbin head coach Dennis 
Dextradeur said, as the win 
bumped the team to 15-4, 7-1, 
while Oakmont dropped to 12- 
6, 6-2. “Oakmont is a good 
team with a very exceptional 
coaching staff and _ talented 
players, but I think our players 
knew that Oakmont wasn’t 24 
points better than us. We need- 
ed to make adjustments from 
the first time we played them 
and focused on doing just that 
at practice.” 

Only four weeks prior, 
Quabbin fell to Oakmont on 
the road in what resulted in 
their worst regular season loss 
of 58-34. The host team was 
obviously looking to avenge 
that, finally coming alive at the 
end of the second quarter last 
Wednesday, cutting an earli- 
er 15-8 first quarter Oakmont 
lead down to three at the half 
(29-26). 

The Panthers inched their 
way back in the third, never 
quite taking the lead, but knot- 
ting the score three times, be- 
ginning in the opening seconds 
of action with Chamberlain 
nailing a three-pointer to tie 
things at 29 all. 

“The pressure 1-3-1 zone re- 
ally bothered us the first time 
we played them,” stated Dex- 
tradeur. “We manufactured a 
new offense that we felt better 
utilized and spaced our per- 
sonnel — it effectively reduced 
our turnovers. Defensively we 
worked on a 3-2 match up zone. 
We generally don’t play much 


Quabbin senior captain T.J. Chamberlain 
keeps his eyes on the hoop as he shoots 
a pair of free throws. 


zone defense, however in as- 
sessing our chances to win this 
game, we felt it would contain 
their dribble penetration.” 

Things heated up again at 
the top of the fourth when Pan- 
ther Shea Skowyra was fed the 
ball after a quick steal by team- 
mate and senior captain Croix 
Jenkins, enabling Skowyra to 
get the points and take the lead 
with 7:21 left to go. 

The Spartans had to finally 
call a time out about two min- 
utes later after Quabbin contin- 
ued their momentum, stretch- 
ing the spread to 42-36 after a 
7-0 run. 

“T got kind of hot (shooting) 
for a little while, finishing with 
14 points, but really it was my 
teammates who helped me do 
it by giving me great passes in- 
side,’ Skowyra said. 

Unfortunately for the Pan- 
thers, the visitors were not 
going down quietly, as they 
rebooted and started to make 
their way back, hitting a few 


Panther senior captain Croix Jenkins 
looks for opportunities under the basket. 


crucial treys while eating up the 
clock, pushing the score 49-48 
with over a minute left. 

Things still looked within 
reach for Quabbin as sopho- 
more Connor Geary was sent 
to the line, adding a point for 
a 50-48 game, then Spartan 
sophomore Quentin  Prid- 
gen (team high 16 points) tied 
things up 50-50 with 35 seconds 
left, sending the two teams into 
overtime. 

“We needed to be careful as 
a team of Quentin Pridgen,” 
said Skowyra. “He is a very 
good athlete. My job was to be 
a rebounder and give the team 
second and third chances at 
scoring.” 

Not only did Skowyra do 
that by racking up a dou- 
ble-double, 14 points and 12 
rebounds, he helped keep the 
Spartans scoreless in OT, with 
an impressive basket after 
teammate Geary chipped 1n his 
two points on the foul line, with 
Chamberlain closing out the 
game with the final three points 
made at the charity stripe. 

“Playing the zone and not 
turning the ball over were two 
major factors,” Chamberlain 
said of the win. “I felt good 
about my shot going into the 
game and put in much prepara- 
tion, so it paid off.” 

Although the Panthers were 
only 13 from 21 from the free 
throw line, they were 11 for 
14 from the line in the fourth 
quarter and OT. 

“Balanced scoring was a key 
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Chamberlain leads Panthers past Gakmont 
























PHOTOS BY KAREN A, LEWIS 
Quabbin senior captain Dylan Hoekstra 
leaps for two. 


for us in this game,’ Dextradeur 
said, mentioning everyone’s 
valuable contributions when 
needed. “TJ. was immense on 
offense and put the game away 
from the foul line, Dylan Hoek- 
stra and Max Leroux made the 
tactical adjustments to break 
down Oakmont’s _ defense, 
Croix Jenkins was outstanding 
on defense (with 10 rebounds) 
and a key contributor with his 
assists on offense.” 

“Once again, Connor Geary 
came in the game to provide 
instant offers with 14 points,” 
continued Dextradeur. “Both 
Connor and Brendan Whitelaw 
were exceptional in limiting 
Oakmont’s deep scoring threats 
and gave us a strong effort de- 
fensively, and Devin Pride and 
Ryan Kowal gave us strong 
minutes on the court.” 

After a visit to the Clark 
Tournament this week, Quab- 
bin now prepares for the post 
season, with assignments and 
seedings announced this week- 
end. 


BARRE — The Ware River Nature 
Club invites anyone interested in nature, 
ecology and wildlife of Massachusetts 
to attend its upcoming annual dinner 
meeting and silent auction Sunday, Feb. 
26. The afternoon event will take place 
at Hartman’s Herb Farm, Old Dana 
Road Two professional guest speakers 
will address the topic of insects, the nat- 
ural science topic of this year’s meeting. 
The meeting is open to non-members 
for $45 as well as members for $35. The 
gathering includes a full-course meal, 
speaker presentations and chances to 
bid on various and sundry items in the 
club’s fundraiser silent auction. 

Guest speakers are Sarah Haggerty, 
a conservation biologist with Maine 
Audubon Society, presenting “Insects 
in Decline in New England? Let’s Find 
Out” and Sam Jaffe, founder and di- 
rector of the Caterpillar Lab, with the 
program “Caterpillars and More: Un- 


- region - 
Ware River Nature Club to hold annual meeting 


covering the Whole Story.” Both are 
keen observers, skilled naturalists and 
dedicated science professionals. 
Haggerty attended Bowdoin College 
and earned a Master of Science degree 
in Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation 
from UMass Amherst, where she stud- 
ied the effects of land management on 
rare moth species. For several years she 
worked with various government agen- 
cies and non-profits on wildlife and fish- 
eries conservation issues, then worked 
for a decade in a variety of capacities 
with MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program be- 
fore joining Maine Audubon Society. 
Her talk will address recent studies 
from around the world that have been 
highlighting an alarming trend-insects 
have declined dramatically over just 
a few short decades. And a new, relat- 
ed headline announced dramatic bird 
population declines, with some of the 


highest declines among birds that feed 
on insects. To address the question of 
whether these trends are occurring here 
in New England as well, Maine Audu- 
bon is spearheading a project to try to 
determine the status of Maine’s insect 
populations. Throughout 2020 they will 
be partnering with entomologists and 
ecologists across the state and the re- 
gion to identify datasets that might of- 
fer a clue to insect population trends in 
Maine. 

In the companion program, Sam 
Jaffe will present an original photograph 
and video-packed talk that explores 
backyard pollinators, plants, parasit- 
oids and the many caterpillars that are 
positioned at the center of it all. He will 
introduce a “whole story” perspective of 
natural history study and appreciation 
that just might make participants recon- 
sider an herbivore’s place in our world. 
The “whole story” 1s a celebration of 


caterpillars in all their incarnations and 
across all their ecological connections. 

He is a New England-based natural- 
ist, photographer, and educator who has 
been working with native insects since 
a very early age. For the last ten years 
he has been photographing and filming 
caterpillars and organizing programs 
to promote these special creatures to 
the public. In 2013 he founded the Cat- 
erpillar Lab, a non-profit educational 
outreach organization in Marlborough 
N.H. and he now travels across the 
country working with museums, nature 
centers, schools and individual teachers 
helping native insects find their place in 
everyday lives. 

All are welcome. For detailed infor- 
mation about this event or to make a do- 
nation to the silent auction, people may 
contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo. 
com or see http://www.warerivernature- 
club.org/2020-annual-meeting. html. 
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vious years now and were very excited 
leading up to the day.” 

With the event happening on Valen- 
tine’s Day, students got a double wham- 
my of exciting things to do with a campy 
and sweet feeling throughout the day. 

Over 300 students from preschool 
through grade six were able to expert- 
ence what a typical day of summer camp 
with a literacy and learning undertone 
would be like. 

Pratt and a handful of others helped 
to organize nine different stations in- 
cluding a pancake breakfast run by the 
North Brookfield PTO in the morning, 
reading around the campfire with visit- 
ing fire fighters from North Brookfield, 
Leicester and Spencer, Build a Book, an 
Amazing Race, a Sing A Long, Heart 
Healthy and exercising, Story and a 
Craft, Valentines for Veterans, and Book 
Bingo. 

Students and their teachers spent ap- 
proximately 30 minutes at each station, 
with the exception of Build a Book, 
which required an hour for completion. 

“My activity was a read aloud and 
craft,’ said Maria Beiter-Tucker, the 
North Brookfield School Committee 
Chairman, who eagerly volunteered her 
time to come in and work with former 
NBES teacher Lori Davis and Title 1 tu- 
tor Becky Simpson for the day at a sta- 
tion. 

“T found a book called “The Tin For- 
est” by Helen Ward and after hearing the 
book, the students had the opportunity 
to make a collage of their idea of a tin 
forest.” 

Between volunteer PTO members, 
school committee representatives, teach- 
ers, paraprofessionals, administrators 
and more, the day was filled with many 
willing to share their special expertise to 
instill a love of literacy and learning into 
the students. 

“T think it is good for the school be- 
cause it creates a special atmosphere,” 
stated Beiter-Tucker. “It creates memo- 
ries for the kids, an experience that re- 
minds them that school is a great place. 
It is still about literacy, but 1t encourages 
kids to think about books and learning 
in a different way, which hopefully trans- 





A fun sign greets all the North Brookfield students at 
the entrance of their school, kicking off an exciting 
day of reading and other enriching activities. 





North Brookfield fifth-grader Reilly Ireland hopes to 
get lucky while playing Book Bingo last Friday. 
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lates to the rest of their life outside of 
school,” 

A few students even helped to run a 
station with fifth-grade paraprofessional 
David Maher. To celebrate the holiday, 
Maher came up with the idea of Valen- 
tines for Veterans, with the intentions to 
distribute the completed cards students 
created to a veteran’s hospital in Western 
Mass and a veteran’s center in Worcester. 

“I grew up reading Anne Landers,” 
Maher said. “At one point she encour- 
aged people to send Valentines for vet- 
erans. The response was overwhelming, 
and it eventually became a tradition.” 

Sixth-grade students Joe Daige and 
George MacPherson, along with fifth- 
grade student Rebecca Smith, helped to 
carry on the tradition by helping Maher. 

“This station helps other kids learn 
about veterans and how Valentine’s Day 
is important to remember them,” said 
Smith. 

A few doors down at Book Bingo, led 
by North Brookfield Director of Cur- 
riculum Jeanne Powers, students were 
fully engaged as their game cards, which 
were filled with pictures of the covers of 
books instead of the typical Bingo num- 
bers. 

“This is my second year doing this 
and I love it,” Powers said. “The day is 
the celebration of literacy and of all the 
different literacy components we have at 
the school.” 

Fifth-grader Reilly Ireland, who was 
in the throws of playing Book Bingo at 
the time, expressed her thoughts on the 
day. 

“It’s been fun to do the activities with 
my friends,” said Ireland. “I like to read 
and I really like drawing. I like to use my 
imagination when I read.” 

Principal Sarah Priestley spoke highly 
of the event. 

“TI visited every station a couple of 
times throughout the day,” stated Priest- 
ley. “What stands out the most to me was 
that every student is 100 percent engaged 
in every activity. Students were reading, 
working together on problem-solving 
activities, creating unique works of art, 
and being physically active around the 
building. For students to be so excit- 
ed to participate in all of these positive 
learning experiences is what school 1s all 
about. It’s these kinds of events that im- 
pact students in the most unforgettable 
ways.” 





North Brookfield third-grader Teagan Bessette does 
some exercising at the Heart Healthy station last Fri- 
day during Camp Read-A-Lot. 
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Helping to feed the school breakfast was North Brookfield PTO President Heather Lucier, left, and PTO member 
Keri Robinson at Camp Read-A-Lot. 





North Brookfield grade two student Zoey Guillotte was all smiles as PTO President Heather Lucier helped her 
put syrup on her pancakes at the Camp Read-A-Lot breakfast. 
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North Brookfield fift-grader Rebecca Smith and sixth-grader George MacPherson assume the roles of Lucy 
and Charlie Brown from Peanuts when they act out skits at the Valentines for Veterans station at Camp Read- 
A-Lot. 





WEST BROOKFIELD -— _ The 
Quaboag Historical Society is currently 
requesting nominations for the annual 
Lucy Stone Achievement Award and 
the Irving and Jane England Award. 

Each year, the historical society rec- 
og nizes its most impressive com7- 
munity leaders and volunteers with 
these two awards, which are presented 
at the society’s annual April luncheon. 
The Lucy Stone Achievement Award 
is given annually in observance of the 
commonwealth’s desig tnation of Lucy 
Stone Day on March 8. Born on Coy 
Hill in West Brookfield, Stone worked 
tirelessly throughout her life to obtain 
equal rights for all individuals. She was 
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a lecturer for abolitionist and equal 
rights groups, as well as the found7er 
and editor of The Woman’s Journal. 
For the Lucy Stone Award, the 
Quaboag Historical Society requests 
nomination letters for any person living 
in one of the six Quaboag Plantation 
area towns (the four Brookfields, New 
Braintree and Warren). Residents are 
asked to nominate individuals whose 
volunteer efforts have helped make 
their communities better places to live. 
The nominating letters should provide 
a brief explanation of why the writer 
believes the nominee is deserving of the 
award. The name, address and phone 
number of both the nominator and the 


nominee must be included in the letter. 

“For this award, we are seeking 
nominees who have done an exempla- 
ry job of giving back through commu- 
nity service,” said QHS Co-President 
Amy Dugas, who described the motto 
of the Lucy Stone Award as honoring 
residents who make the world a better 
place. 

The Irving and Jane England Award, 
also presented annually by the QHS, is 
given each year to a resident of West 
Brookfield who has helped better the 
community through community service. 
Nomination regulations for this award 
are the same as those for the Lucy Stone 
award. 
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Quabaog Historical Society seeking award nominations 


Dugas and other QHS leaders feel it’s 
important to take a few moments each 
year to honor those who contribute 
countless hours to improving their com- 
munities. 

“Those people willing to put in the 
time and get involved, and make a sig- 
nificant contribution to the community, 
should be recognized,” Dugas added. 

All nomination entries for the awards 
should be submitted to the QHS by 
Wednesday, March 18. The recipients 
will be invited to attend the QHS annual 
luncheon meeting. 

Nomination letters should be mailed 
to The Quaboag Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 635, West Brookfield, MA, 01585. 





Quabbin enters 


BELCHERTOWN — On Sunday, 
Feb. 23, the Quabbin Visitor Center will 
present a free public program entitled 
“Quabbin Enters the Digital Age” by 
Department of Conservation and Rec- 
reation archivist Sean Fisher. The pro- 
gram begins at 2 p.m. and is suitable for 
all ages. 

As part of the Quabbin Reservoir 
Construction Project, thousands of 
photographs were taken of the prop- 
erties purchased and removed by the 
Metropolitan District Water Supply 
Commission to build the reservoir. 
These photos are a fascinating window 
into the world of the Quabbin Valley as 
it existed prior to 1938. They have been 
scanned and are now available to the 


the digital age 


public to view online through the Dig- 
ital Commonwealth project. Fisher will 
be joined by MA Water Resources Au- 
thority project intern Katy Purington 
who worked on the metadata that 1s 
part of the photograph collection. 

The Quabbin Visitor Center 1s locat- 
ed in the DCR Quabbin Administration 
Building at the west end of Winsor Dam 
in Belchertown. Access to the Center is 
through the Main (West) Quabbin Park 
entrance on Route 9, three miles east 
of the Route 9/Route 202 intersection. 
Seating and attendance are limited and 
on a first come-first serve basis. For 
further information regarding the pro- 
gram, please contact the Center at 413- 
323-7221. 
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Quaboag Current 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 









The Quabbin Visitor Center in Belchertown will offer a program on historical photographs of the buildings that 
were in the towns of what is now the Quabbin Reservoir on Feb. 23, at 2 p.m. This is a photo of the Harriet E. 
Hess property in Enfield on Jan. 14, 1928. 
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Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VATE MAVVAV AVY A ol Ul oe} ifeiasloiu(or—-\-maela(-\"Morelan 





PAGE 14 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


ABLE HOME STAIR LIFTS and 
Ramps. Straight and Curved staircas- 
es can be overcome easily by having 
a new or refurbished Stair Lift installed 
locally by Able Home Accessibility in 
West Boylston/ Leicester/ Barre. Call 
800-355-5451 to speak with a local 
technician and see if your stairway can 
be fitted with a new or refurbished Stair 
Lift. Mention this ad and receive an ad- 
ditional $100 off the already low price. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $220.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


FIREWOOD 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Buying? 
Selling? 
Our 


2 / Classifieds 
Get 








WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
~— Removal Service 


**k*ek*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 





Orod UTM coll Man-\-M-10)0RsV4-m port) 





CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 







| —" os | 
LIDS RAY 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CEI CRY 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA01069 DEADLINES: 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


L} MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
State Zip: 
ee ___ X perweekrate=$ 
UVISA 4 Discover Cash Ld Check# 
Exp.Date. CCV _ 
Date: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


fal, 
ae 


aie 
“te 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 












GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 










fe) BROOKFELD 


EASTHAMPTON 










HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 









EAST 
BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


_ fu 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


‘10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


55,00 
— ¢ Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


CEI CRY 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS AS- 
SISTED LIVING of Belchertown is 
looking for an entry level, part-time 
16-hour a week cook and a part-time 
housekeeper working every other 
weekend. Please apply within at 99 
Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
TOWN OF HARDWICK 
PART-TIME LABORER 
RECYCLING CENTER 

The Hardwick Board of Selectmen is 
seeking qualified applicants to fill a 
part-time laborer position at the Recy- 
cling Center. Hours are Wednesdays 
9AM-11AM and Saturdays 8AM-12PM. 
Applications are available at the Munic- 
ipal Office Building, 307 Main Street, 

Gilbertville, MA or online at www.town- 

ofhardwick.com. For more information, 

please contact the Town Administrator 
at (413) 477-6197 x101. The Town 
of Hardwick is an EOE. 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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Lares, 


Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
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Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


MOBILITY TRAINER 
PART-TIME 
PIONEER VALLEY TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY 


This part-time (up to 20 hrs./week), 
grant funded, temporary, non-benefit- 
ed position will help train elders and in- 
dividuals with disabilities to gain great- 
er independence through access and 
use of fixed-route public transportation. 
The trainer will conduct needs assess- 
ments, develop training plans and con- 
duct individual and small group train- 
ing sessions to help individuals learn 
to use fixed-route bus service. Review 
detailed job description and qualifica- 
tion requirements under Careers at 
www.pvta.com. $16.00/hour. Please 
upload cover letter and resume via 
our website or mail to: PVTA, Attn: HR 
Manager, 2808 Main Street, Spring- 
field, MA 01107, EEO/ AA/DF 


PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL 
SERVICES, INC. 
HHAs, CNAs New higher rates. 


We have offices in West Springfield, 


Palmer & Sturbridge. Please call 
(413)289-9018. 


Denise Galarneau EOE 





RN FOR PALMER/ 
STURBRIDGE AREAS 
Please email resume to denise @ 
pmshomecare.com 
fax (413)289-9132 or 
call (413)289-9018 
EXCELLENT PAY!!! EOE 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring serv- 
ers and bartenders. Apply in person or 
online at www.salemcrossinn.com 





Post your 
job openings 
in our Classifieds. 
We get results! 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town's current 

wage Classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver's license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
P/T ADMIN. ASSISTANT - 
PLANNING & ZONING 
Looking for a reliable Part-Time Adminis- 
trative Assistant — Planning & Zoning. For 
application and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Application 
deadline 3/13/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
YOUTH BASEBALL & 
SOFTBALL UMPIRES 

Looking for reliable Part-Time Sea- 
sonal Youth Recreation Baseball & 
Softball Umpires. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
3/10/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


WAREHOUSE, MACHINE OPER: 
ATOR and fork truck driver. Call 413- 
477-6600 





COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


MONTHLY PARKING.:- OTR Truck- 
ers; safe local designated parking. 1 
mile to Mass Pike, exit 8 Palmer. $125/ 
mo. GBI Real Estate call or text, 413- 
348-9335. 


OFFICE/ RETAIL SPACE Prime lo- 
cation office/ retail space at the corner 
of Main St. and South St. Approximate- 
ly 700 sq. ft. with propane heat and 
Men’s/ Ladies room. $450 per month. 
413-967-7772 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


WANT TO KEEP MONEY IN YOUR WALLET? 
AJE Financial Services Can Help You Do Just That! 
* FREE Electronic Filing * FREE Direct Deposit 
* Stress FREE Tax Returns 
Personal & Business Tax Preparation. 
Make Your Appointment Today! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Te! 413-289-0058 
URS ox: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail,com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/C3( 03 a} le) aim ecb. arsl ale alatclaleitcl eis) ald ests 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle tt for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melichioritax.com ® pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 


a6 


OPPORTUNITY 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 


2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


WARE LARGE ROOM for rent. Pri- 


vate home. Parking. Utilities included. 
Air conditioned, walking distance to 
stores. Jean 781-315-2936 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





WARREN 4 ROOM, 2 BR 2nd fl, 
appliances included, off-street parking, 
large yard, quiet neighborhood. No 
Pets. $800/ mo (st, last. 508-248- 
6229, cell 774-289-2360 


STORAGE 


COLD STORAGE APPROXI- 
MATELY 2,000 sq. ft. in the center of 
Ware. Call 413-967-7772 $300 per 
month. 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


CGD CRY 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 [euguuul 


AUTHOMIZED 


Call For An 
<i> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Taleo} antem Keds od meioretaclaleyn 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ — 


3\ Bruce J. Charwick | 
62 Jim Ash Road 


|) avinorRiZeo 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 


FAIS FZ F77AA LSA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 


Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


PROVIDER 


= $50 OFF’ 


1622 North Main Street is 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 5 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 * 1-800-824-6548 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


UABOAG 
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CONNECTIO 


THE WARE RIVER NEWS 


is offering our local businesses 
an opportunity to advertise at a 
reduced rate! 


e Business profile - 250 words 
e Photo - yourself, employees 


Volume 13, Number 18 - 16 Pages 


Your 


PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE 
STILL GOING ONIT! 


ALL TVS 


ON SALE! 


MATTRESS SALE 
Twin Was $269 Now $199 








BUYING OR SELLING... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 







REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com 
LOTS FOR SALE 


NEW LISTING NEW LISTING 


Lot 1. Fiskdale Road, Brookfield 54 Fiskdale Road, Brookfield (Lot 2) 
Build your dream home on this beautiful Country | Build your dream home on this beautiful Country lot 
lot on 4.7 acres of land with approx. 412 sq ft of | on 3.5 acres of land with approx 1,173 sq ft of front- 


Deluxe Washer 
Deluxe Dryer 
Front Load Washer 
Dish Washers 


Deluxe Gas Stove $429.99 


Smooth Top Stove $499.99 Full Was $399 Now $279 or building frontage on Rice Pond (Mill Pond)!!! Land survey | age on Rice Pond (Mill Pond)!!! Perc test and land 

j . has been done!! This location is close to the town | survey have been done!! This location is close to the 

18 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator... $539.99 Queen Was $599 Now $299 e Advertisement = 3 X 6 center, schools, shopping and minutes to access | town center, schools, shopping and minutes to ac- 

X eTriaerator : major commuting highways!! Come take a look! cess major commuting highways!! Come take a look! 
SxS Refrigerat ¢$39999 PRESEASON ALL FOR ONLY ‘239 





Bottom Freezer 22 Cu.Ft.$1,19999 BIKE SALE 


NEW LISTING 


(oh ewe a ty VAN, Cedi, Cem fe] 5 ae be fed, aa. f-) 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 


VISA 2 “5 
oie eta 140 Main St., Spencer KQ8.885.9343 
Go TO ‘WHITCOSALES. COM & SEE OUR FLYER!!! 























This special section will run . 
in the April 2nd issue of The Ware River News 
& The Journal Register. 


AD DEADLINE: MARCH 18, 2020 


Your chance to own Lots 1 and 2, Fiskdale Rd, Brookfield 
Have this parcel of land ready to build on this spring! Make an offer! Contractors/Builders, great opportunity 
to build on land with potential to subdivide into two lots. Cost effectively build two houses at once eliminating 
extra mobilizing and start up costs and let the savings increase your profits. Build your dream home on this 
beautiful Country lot on 8.2 acres of land with frontage on Rice Pond (Mill Pond)!!! Both lots total. Approximate- 
ly 357,191 square feet of land. Lot 2 is perc tested, and land survey has been done!! This location is close to 
the town center, schools, shopping and minutes to access major commuting highways!! Come take a look! 


Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 
Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 


SELKIRK Ultra Temp Pipe Ghec alk Oui Wit 
Our Prices 
On Pipe 


¢ Insulated Chimney Pipe 

¢ Black Stove Pipe 

e Stainless Steel Lining Kits 
¢ Double Wall Pipe 


Follow us on 
Facebook 














: John and Cassie Paolucci 
774-200-3523 |'8 











IF YOU ARE THINKING 
ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME 
THIS IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL! 


CALL ME FOR 
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 


978-434-1990 


DORRINDASELLSHOMES.COM 


North Shore-Lovett 


James D’Amico-Broker/Owner 


270 Main St., Spencer 


Contact Dan Flynn 

to reserve your space today 
413-967-3505 ° 413-297-5886 
or dflynn@turley.com 





Start your next move with sialiballa 


Professional Photography 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 

Targeted Online Advertising ' : 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING rT 
OEE BANKER STEWART & STEWART = 
413-387-8608 2 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


www. DorrindaSellsHomes. com 


978-434-1990 


S WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
es THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS HERE! 


BULK ROAD SALT eSAND/SALT MIX 
WASHED ROAD SAND e BULK TREATED SALT 


LANDSCAPE STONE IN 9 COLORS 
Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Septic Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
| Presby Sand © Concrete Sand ¢ Brick Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt © Cold Patch 
Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

98 North Spencer Road, 


Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
a 885-2480 


\/ 


me ‘Os 


| 
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We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 


Concrete Solutions 
199 East Broadway 
Gardner 
978-669-0088 


en 


WO! 


Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 


Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 


— 
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APRIL 2020 


Seal 


Gardner Rare Coins 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm 


AeSie 
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Sand, Gravel & Asphalt 

















We 





COME & ENJOY 
OUR DELICIOUS 
MEALS & 
CRAFT BEERS! 





REMODELS MAKEOVERS ¢ FURNITURE © APPLIANCES 

HEATING ¢ COOLING ¢ PLUMBING ¢ ELECTRICAL 

b PELLET STOVES ¢ FIREPLACES REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCE ¢ CURTAINS ¢ BLINDS 

UPHOLSTERY * CARPET e HARDWOOD FLOORS 

TILINGe LAMINATE ¢ DECKS ¢ PATIOS ¢ GARDENS 

— SPAS e LIGHTING e TREES ¢ FLOWERS ¢ BUSHES 


For More Information 
Contact Dan Flynn = 





Sea dilynn@turley.com ¥ 
Meeting t e Needs O Pro essionals § Homeowners alike. 41 3- 29/7- 5886  —HANDYMAN + MAID SERVICES * CARPENTERS 
SALES x SERVICE x PARTS « INSTALLATION Wilf / INSECT CONTROL « EFFICIENCY EXPERTS a & 
eae i. Vine t, » a ORGANIZERS 4 





Find your Husqvarna at: 
140 Worcester Road 
Barre, MA 01005 


= 
wile Call/Text (978)355-6343 


higginspowersports.com Open Mon.-Sat. 


Breakfast & ime Daily Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 


Turle yo 508-867-6643 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield 


puriey' Inc. 


— A TURLEY ee = 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 





HIGGINS ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 





COME SEE US FOR: 
e Dental Cleanings 
Ola talelelelsia ley 

Braces and Invisalign® 
e Dental Emergencies 


i -ialelelelale-| Mm @-1 5 

e Laser Gum Therapy 
e Tooth Extractions 
e Dental Implants 


e Cosmetic Dentistry: 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 


> eed es... 
Teeth Whitening 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


DENTAL 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 
508-867-2777 9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


www.westbrookfielddental.com 


Dr. Damon Anderson & Dr. Sam Alkhoury 


GENERAL DENTIST ORTHODONTIST 





